
ELECTION NEWS 
“The electoral     
process works best 
when voters are   
educated on it. Our 
goal is to share as 
much information as 
possible with voters 
prior to the 2022 
election cycle.” 
- Kari Ewalt,    
Community Relations 
Manager 

YouTube Resources 
In order to best accommodate different learning styles 
and attention spans, we’ve added another resource for 
voter education to our arsenal- YouTube. Every month of 
2021 we have added short videos that explain different 
pieces of the election process. The plan is to continue 
adding one every month for the rest of this year and 
next. The more information that a voter has, the more 
confident they feel in the voting process and the more 
likely they are to vote.  

Current videos cover the following topics: book closing, 
properly filling out a ballot, audits, voting by mail,      
election workers, and keeping your signature up to date. 
Make sure to subscribe to our YouTube Channel titled 
“Vote Osceola” and share our videos with friends and 
family. If you have any suggestions for topics to cover, 
we’d love to hear them! Send your ideas to                  
kari.ewalt@voteosceola.com 
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Visit our YouTube page to learn more about elections! 



Legislative Update 
 
The 2021 Florida legislative session ran from March to May this year. During that 
time, your state representatives and senators passed new laws regarding elections. 
The bill that drew the most media attention was SB90 because it will have a big    
impact on the election process. This was signed into law by Governor DeSantis in 
early May. 

Changes in this law apply to Vote by Mail           
requests, drop boxes, canvassing board            
requirements, vacancy appointments, limitations 
on grant money and more. The changes that will 
have the most impact on voters are the new      
requirements for Vote by Mail requests and drop 
boxes. 

The law now only allows a voter to request a Vote 
by Mail ballot through the next election cycle. For 
example, if you put in a request for “all elections” today, the request will apply to the 
2022 Primary Election and the 2022 General Election. In the past you could make 
your request for up to two election cycles meaning that if you made the request for 
“all elections” today, it would apply up through the 2024 General Election. Voters will 
need to make their request more often if they would like to vote by mail. 

The law codifies requirements that were put into 
place during the 2020 General Election. Vote by 
Mail drop boxes can only be open during Early 
Voting hours at Early Voting sites and must be 
physically manned. This extra man power is  
costly. Last year, our office was able to pay for 
these workers using grant money. The new law 
now bans our ability to take in grant money from 
outside groups.  

The Department of State, the Division of       
Elections and the county Supervisors of Elections 

are working on the most efficient ways to implement all of the changes in the law. 
You should expect to see changes in place at the next election.  



Adopt-a-Precinct 
Highlight 

Our Adopt-a-Precinct program 
has had great success since it 
was first implemented in 2010. 
Groups gather enough workers 
to staff at least one polling loca-
tion, our office trains them and 
then pays the organization for 
their service. It’s a wonderful way 
for organizations to earn money. 

We would like to recognize one 
of our local Masons groups this 
quarter. The Orange Blossom 
Masons Lodge has been adopt-
ing two precincts every election 
since 2012. On Election Day you 
can find them in the Reunion ar-
ea. They are by far our largest 
Adopt-a-Precinct group in the 
program. Over the last 8 years, 
20 different Masons have volun-
teered their time and served our 
community.  

According to their group coordi-
nator, the money they’ve raised 
has been used for several differ-
ent purposes. They have made 
improvements to their lodge but 
also donated much of it to other 
charities. These charities include 
the Council on Aging and Meals 
on Wheels, Central Avenue Ele-
mentary School and a scholar-
ship fund for local students.  

The Supervisor of Elections 
is thankful to all of our 
Adopt-a-Precinct volunteers 
and is pleased with the 
positive impact this pro-
gram has on our communi-
ty as a whole. If you are 
part of an organization 
that would be interested in 
this program, visit our 
website or give us a call 
for more information. 

What We Do in an Off Year 

The most common question asked of us is, “What do you guys do 
when it’s not election time?” This is a great question! While we do 
get much busier and our staff grows during election time, we are 
working year-round to serve voters in Osceola County. Here are 
some of our most important tasks: 

Maintaining voter rolls- It is extremely important that we have 
accurate, up to date voter rolls. We live in a transient county 
which can make it challenging to ensure that everyone who 
is on the list lives here currently. Our staff looks to confirm 
addresses with voters throughout the year so we know who 
should be removed. Other reasons to remove a voter would 
be if they pass away or become ineligible to vote. 

Voter Registration- As you know, you must be registered in the 
state of Florida to vote in any election. Our office wants to 
make sure that everyone has the opportunity to do so. In an 
effort to facilitate this, we actively register new voters and 
encourage other voters to keep their information up to date. 
You may see us around the county at different events    
working our magic. If you do, stop by and say hi. We love it! 

Voter Education- It is our goal to educate voters of all ages. 
This means that we are active in our schools in conducting 
mock elections and teaching classes about the voting      
process. We also visit community groups and offer infor-
mation through our website and social media pages.  If you 
would like to schedule us to come out and speak for you, let 
us know. 

Maintaining equipment- If you have ever worked an election or 
just voted in a polling location, you have seen the equipment 
that is used on Election Day. It is vital that these machines 
work properly. This requires maintenance and preparation 
prior to Election Day. 

Staff Education- Our staff is continually being trained on         
different aspects of the voting process. We would 

like to be as knowledgeable as possible in 
order to serve our county. Staff members 
study the law, attend conferences and reach 
out to other agencies to learn best practices. 



Contact Us 

Osceola County Supervisor of Elections Office 
2509 E. Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Visit us on the web at www.voteosceola.com or give us a call for more information at (407) 742-6000 

Recent Events 
 
April 

April began with the Osceola County Educator’s Association run off election. Every year, our 
office holds the elections for this organization. Staff members attended trainings held by the 
Florida Supervisors of Elections Association and trainings conducted by the Florida Depart-
ment of State. All of these trainings were conducted online. Elections staff members also be-
gan volunteering with the Meals on Wheels program. Four days a week, members of our staff 
deliver meals to residents in need. This program is very rewarding for us and helpful to our 
neighbors. Please consider donating your time to a worthy cause!  

May 

Trainings conducted by the Department of State continued in May. It was also time for our staff 
to renew our CPR and First Aid certifications. An American Red Cross trainer visited our office 
to help us recertify. This month is also when we sent out our Signature Update Mailer to all reg-
istered voters in Osceola County. Much of the second half of the month was spent processing 
all of the returned voter registration forms from this mailer. Have you returned yours yet? 

June 

The Department of State continued to conduct online trainings during June. All relevant staff 
members attend these trainings in order to better serve our community. The Supervisor of Elec-
tions and all office managers attended the Florida Elections Conference in Tampa, FL June 13-
17. This was the first face-to-face event since 2019! The Elections Conference allows all 67 
counties to come together to brainstorm ideas on procedures and best practices. It also pro-
vides an opportunity for county staff to meet with staff from the Florida Division of Elections. 

Upcoming Events 

Staff members will attend more FCEP trainings and Division of Elections trainings. 


